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METHODOLOGY & LOGISTICS 
 

Overview 

 The following represents the findings from a general market telephone survey of 

N=500 residents 18 years of age or older from Town of Georgina. The survey was 

conducted by Oraclepoll Research Ltd for the North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance 

(NGFA).  

 This report provides an executive summary of results from the N=500-person survey, 

as well, there is a result by question section.  Crosstabulations by area and 

demographics are provided in a separate Excel report. 

 
Study Sample 

 The survey screened to verify that only residents from the town of Georgina, 18 years 

of age or older were interviewed.  

 All surveys were conducted by telephone using live operators at the Oraclepoll call 

centre facility. The survey was conducted using person-to-person interviewing with 

computer-assisted techniques of telephone (CATI) and random number selection 

(RDD).  

 The sample frame was inclusive of private numbers as well as cell phone-only 

households. A total of 20% of all interviews were monitored and the management of 

Oraclepoll Research supervised 100%. 

 ‘ 

Logistics 

 Surveys were conducted by telephone at the Oraclepoll call centre using person-to-

person live operators from the days of March 24th and March 29th, 2017. 

 Initial calls were made between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Subsequent call-

backs of no-answers and busy numbers were made on a (staggered) daily rotating 

basis up to 5 times (from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.) until contact was made. In addition, 

telephone interview appointments were attempted with those respondents unable to 

complete the survey at the time of contact. If no contact was made at a number after 

the fifth attempt, the number was discarded and a new one supplemented it. 

 

Confidence 

 The margin of error for the n=500 sample is 4.4 % 19/20 times.   
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Vote Intent  
 

All respondents were first asked about their provincial vote intent. 

 
Q1. “If a provincial election were held today, which Party and its local candidate would you 

most likely to vote for or be leaning towards?” 
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If an Election were held, the PC Party would have the support of 47% of decided voters, 

while the Liberals would trail at 28%, followed by the NDP at 21%, with 4% backing the 

Green Party. There are 21% of voters that were undecided at the time of their interview. 

 

PC support was strongest among older respondents 71+ (66%), followed by 63 to 70 

(54%), 52 to 61 (51%) and 36 to 51 year old’s (49%), but only by 31% of those 18 to 35. 

Higher earners in the $100,000+ bracket also most favoured the Tories (62%) as did 

males (59%) in relation to females (35%). Liberal backing was greater among females 

(36%) versus males (20%), but consistent among age groups of those 62 or under and 

among those with incomes under $100,000 (30% average for both). It was lowest among 

the highest income cohort of $100,000+ (15%). The NDP has its best showing among 

those earning the least (under $50,000 – 35%) and the youngest (18 to 34 – 30%). 
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Official Town Plan Awareness 
 

Next respondents were read a brief preamble describing the Paradise Beach-Island Grove 

wetland and its significance. They were then asked about their awareness of the Official 

Plan of the Town of Georgina and its allowance for the building of a mobile home park 

on the wetland. 

 
“The North Gwillimbury Forest is one of the ten largest forests in the Lake Simcoe watershed.   

The forest stretches from the north end of Keswick to Jackson’s Point.   In the middle of the 
forest is the Paradise Beach-Island Grove wetland. The Ministry of Natural Resources has 

designated the Paradise Beach Island Grove wetland area as being a provincially significant 
wetland.” 

 
Q2.  “Are you aware that the Town of Georgina’s Official Plan now permits construction of a 
1,073-unit mobile home park on the Wetland, which would destroy the wetland and split the 

forest in two?” 
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Slightly less than a third or 32% of residents are aware of the Town’s Official Plan and it 

permitting the construction of a mobile home park. Awareness was highest among those 

18 to 35 (38%) and 36 to 51 (34%), with incomes of $100,000 or more (37%) and more 

females (35%) compared to males (29%). Green Party supporters had the highest 

knowledge (73%), followed by New Democrats (48%), while Liberals (31%) and PC 

backers (25%) were less aware. 
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NGFA & Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) 
 

Those surveyed were then asked if they were aware of that the North Gwillimbury Forest 

Alliance (NGFA) is requesting that the OMB protect the wetland area by amending the Official 

Plan of the Town. 

 
Q3. “Are you aware that a citizen’s organization – the North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance, is 

asking the Ontario Municipal Board to amend the Town’s Official Plan in order to protect the 
wetland and prevent the mobile home development?” 
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Awareness of the petitioning of the OMA by the North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance is 26%. 

Those more aware were younger 18 to 35 (33%) and 36 to 51 (28%) compared to older 

respondents 71+ (18%), and while awareness was consistent among most income cohorts it was 

lowest among those earning under $50,000 per annum (23%). More females (30%) than males 

(22%) were aware and knowledge as a function of vote intent once again reveals that Green’s 

(67%) and those supporting the NDP (45%) were more conscious of the issue than Liberal’s 

(28%) and especially PC’s (15%). 
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Town Options 
 

All respondents were read a final descriptive statement outlining the two options that the 

Town faces after which they were asked which one they felt it should pursue. 

 
“At the Board hearing, the Town will have two options. It can use municipal tax dollars to try 

to persuade the Board to allow the development, or it can support the Forest Alliance’s 
request that the Official Plan be amended to protect the wetland.” 

 
Q4. “At the Ontario Municipal Board hearing, should the Town try to persuade the Board to 

allow the development or should it support the Forest Alliance’s request that the Official Plan 
be amended to stop the development and protect the Wetland?” 

 

 Percent 

 

Allow development 9% 

Amend Official Plan and stop development 83% 

Don't know / unsure 8% 

 

An 83% majority hold the opinion that the Town should support the North Gwillimbury 

Forest Alliance and its request to amend the Official Plan to halt development in the area. Only 

9% feel that the Town should promote or allow the development, while 8% were unsure. Support 

for the NGFA and stopping the development was high across all demographic cohorts and 

political affiliations. However, there was slightly elevated backing for allowing the development 

among those earning $100,000+ (13%), aged 63 to 70 (12%), 71+ (13%) and voting PC (16%).   
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RESULTS BY QUESTION 
 
Q1.  “If a provincial election were held today, which Party would you vote or for or be leaning 
towards?” 
READ / ROTATE LIST  

 VOTE INTENT 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Liberal Party 112 22.4 

PC Party 186 37.2 

NDP 83 16.6 

Green Party 15 3.0 

Don't know 104 20.8 

Total 500 100.0 

 

DECIDED VOTE INTENT (Excluding Don’t Know) 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Liberal Party 112 28.3 

PC Party 186 47.0 

NDP 83 21.0 

Green Party 15 3.8 

Total 396 100.0 

 
 
“The North Gwillimbury Forest is one of the ten largest forests in the Lake Simcoe watershed.   The 
forest stretches from the north end of Keswick to Jackson’s Point.   In the middle of the forest is the 
Paradise Beach-Island Grove wetland. The Ministry of Natural Resources has designated the 
Paradise Beach Island Grove wetland area as being a provincially significant wetland.”  
 
Q2.  “Are you aware that the Town of Georgina’s Official Plan now permits construction of a 
1,073-unit mobile home park on the Wetland, which would destroy the wetland and split the forest in 
two?” 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Yes 160 32.0 

No 340 68.0 

Total 500 100.0 
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Q3.  Are you aware that a citizen’s organization – the North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance, is 
asking the Ontario Municipal Board to amend the Town’s Official Plan in order to protect the wetland 
and prevent the mobile home development? 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Yes 130 26.0 

No 370 74.0 

Total 500 100.0 

 
 
“At the Board hearing, the Town will have two options. It can use municipal tax dollars to try to 
persuade the Board to allow the development, or it can support the Forest Alliance’s request that the 
Official Plan be amended to protect the wetland.” 
 
Q4. “In your opinion, should the Town try to persuade the Board to allow the development or 
should it support the Forest Alliance’s request that the Official Plan be amended to stop the 
development and protect the Wetland?” 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Allow development 46 9.2 

Amend Official Plan and stop development 415 83.0 

Don't know 39 7.8 

Total 500 100.0 
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Demographic Profile of Respondents 
 

D1.  Age of Respondent 

 Frequency Percent 

 

18-35 136 27.2 

36-51 145 29.0 

52-62 90 18.0 

63-70 69 13.8 

71+ 60 12.0 

Total 500 100.0 

 

D2. Combined Household Income Before Taxes of 

Respondent 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Under $50,000 78 15.6 

$50,000-$74,999 112 22.4 

$75,000-$99,999 122 24.4 

$100,000 & over 92 18.4 

Don't know / refused 96 19.2 

Total 500 100.0 

 

D3.  Gender 

 Frequency Valid Percent 

 

Male 248 49.6 

Female 252 50.4 

Total 500 100.0 

 

 


